[Serum-free culture--a theoretical note].
Usually the cells are cultured in serum-supplemented media. Since serum is a highly complex, largely undefined fluid, it is difficult to study the interactions of mitogens and cells in a carefully controlled fashion. Serum-free culture methods must be important for escape the complexity of classical serum-containing culture methods. In this short note, I tried to introduce the theoretical field of serum-free culture, mainly emphasizing the importance of growth factors.